Way of Mercy
Children’s guide

The Way of Mercy is like the Stations of the Cross. It takes
us on a journey with Jesus. This journey is into his Mercy.

Celebrating the Jubilee Year of Mercy
in Westminster Cathedral
13th December 2015
to
20th November 2016

1. The Holy Door
a.

What is this a picture of?

b.

Do you know where this door is?

c.

Is the door open?

d.

Who opened the door?

e.

Do you think that it is like a door in your house or at school?

f.

Can you see the pattern on the sides of the door, and at the top? How many 		
diamonds can you see in each place?

g.

Are diamonds precious?

h.

So, is this door important?

i.

What is written on the sign over the door?

j.

What is mercy?

k.

Who do you think is giving mercy?

l.

If by going through this door you were forgiven all your mistakes and silly sins,
would you go?

2. The Trinity: Seat of Mercy

a.

Where is Jesus in this picture?

b.

Jesus is nailed on the cross. He is suffering a lot. Does Jesus look dead or alive?
Do you think he is bleeding?

c.

Can you live without your blood? Is it precious for you to live?

d.

So Jesus’ blood is his life. It is precious. Where does the blood fall? On the ground?

e.

Who are holding the chalices to collect the blood of Christ?

f.

Why are the Angels collecting the blood of Christ, his life, is it because it is precious?

g.

Are the Angels collecting his precious blood for themselves or for you?

h.

Why did Jesus give his life for you? Is it because he loves you?

i.

Who is the big man at the top of the picture? What is on his head?

j.

Do you know who the dove is?

k.

Who do you think the faces are in the cloth that is being held above the head of 		
Jesus, under the wings of the Holy Spirit, and in the hands of God the Father?

They are you and me. Because of God’s great love, his mercy, he wants to hold us close to his heart,
so he sent his Son to find us; and to save us from dying, Jesus died for us; and he gave us the Holy
Spirit to look after us always.

3. The Divine Mercy

a.

Who is in this picture?

b.

Is he dead or alive?

c.

What can you see on Jesus’ hands and feet?

d.

When did Jesus get these wounds?

e.

How many wounds does Jesus have?

f.

Do you remember how many diamonds there were on the side of the door?

g.

What is the shape of Jesus’ wound, in particular on his left hand and on his heart?

h.

If Jesus’ wounds are like diamonds, are they precious?

i.

Can you see rays coming from his heart?

j.

Where do these rays of mercy from Jesus’s heart go? Do they come towards you?

k.

In this picture do you think that Jesus wants to give you his mercy?

l.

What is written at the bottom of the picture?

m.

Why do you think it is a good idea to trust Jesus?

4. The Baptism of the Lord

a.

Where is Jesus?

b.

Does he have wounds? Is this picture from before his death on the cross?

c.

Does the man at the top-left of the picture look holy? How?

d.

His name is John the Baptist. Jesus is in the water, in a river called the Jordan.
What is John the Baptist doing?

e.

Who are watching Jesus’ baptism? Are they holy? Do they have wings?

f.

Who do you think would have an assembly of angels present at his baptism? 		
Someone very important or very holy? The Son of God?

g.

What can you see above Jesus’ head? Do you know what it is?

h.

The dove represents the Holy Spirit that descended on Jesus in his baptism. Do you
think that the same thing happened when you were baptised?

5. The Merciful Father

a.

How many people can you see in this picture? Where are they standing, inside the 		
house or outside?

b.

In the centre of the picture there are two people. Is the person on the right wearing
any shoes? What are his clothes like? Does this person look rich or poor?

c.

The person on the left has a long beard. Do you think he is old or young? Could he
be the father of the person without shoes? Does he look rich or poor?

d.

What is the father doing? Is he gentle or angry with his son?

e.

Can you see the mountains in the background? The son spent a long time in the 		
mountains, spent all his money and now he is back at home, poor. Do you think the
father is happy or sad to see him?

f.

Does the son look happy or sad?

g.

When you tell your parents that you have done silly or naughty things, are you happy,
or are you sad like the son in the picture?

h.

When you are honest do your parents forgive you? Do you get told off?

i.

This father is happy, he does not tell his son off! His son has not many clothes. What
is the person on the left of the father carrying?

j.

Is it for the son? Do your parents give you gifts when you tell them you are sorry?
Is this Father special?

k.

There is one last person, standing on the far-right. Do you know who he is? Does he
look happy?

6. The Resurrection

a.

What is Jesus holding in his left hand?

b.

Where did Jesus get the cross? Is the cross black and scary, or gold and bright?

c.

So, is Jesus supposed to be dead? Does he look dead?

d.

Where do you think Jesus is in this picture?

e.

What is hell? Do you think people are free in hell or is it more like a prison?

f.

If hell is like a prison, do you think it is easy to get out? What would you have to 		
do to get out of a prison where the only exit was the door?

g.

What is Jesus standing on? Do you think it could be the broken doors of hell 		
because Jesus has freed himself?

h.

If you were free, would you like to help your friend to be free too?

i.

What is Jesus doing with his right hand?

j.

He is helping the old man. Do you think he is his friend?

k.

Are you a friend of Jesus?

l.

Who are the old man and woman? Why are they in hell?

m.

If you are disobedient like Adam and Eve, would you like Jesus to help you to be 		
free again?

WORKS

OF

MERCY

7. The Holy Spirit: Works of Mercy

a.

Corporal means that it relates to the body. Which seven pictures do you think are
done to somebody’s body?

b.

Spiritual means that it is to do with somebody’s spirit. Did you know you are more
than just a body? Which seven pictures are of somebody helping somebody else’s 		
spirit?

c.

Has anybody done any of these things for you? Which ones? Who helped you?

d.

Have you ever done any of these things for anybody else?

e.

Do you think some of these things are very difficult? Which ones?

f.

If you think that some of these things are difficult why do you think you should do
them?

g.

If God asks you to do these things, do you think he will help you?

h.

Who do you think he sends to help you to do works of mercy?

i.

In your baptism God sent you a very special person to help you, part of himself, in the
picture of the Baptism of the Lord he is shown as a dove, do you know who he is?

j.

Would you like the Holy Spirit to help you everyday?

8. The Conversion of St Paul

a.

What is happening on the left of the picture?

b.

People are throwing stones at a man. Does this man look holy? Why are the people
throwing stones at him?

c.

There is one person sat down, do you know who he is? Does he look holy?

d.

Now look at what is happening on the right.  There is a man standing with his finger
up in the air like a teacher. Does this man look holy?

e.

Do you think it is the same man as the one who is sat down on the left?

f.

How is it that St Paul was encouraging people to stone St Stephen on the left of the
painting, and now he is teaching people? Look at the centre of the picture, what can
you see?

g.

St Paul is on the ground. He looks scared. Do you recognise the person who is talking
to St Paul? Who is he?

h.

Why does St Paul look scared of Jesus? Is he afraid of being punished?

i.

But what is Jesus doing?

j.

Jesus is pointing at St Paul with his finger. Jesus is choosing St Paul. What do you think
Jesus is choosing St Paul for? Look again at what is happening on the right

k.

Do you think Jesus has chosen you? Do you think there is anything you are afraid of
Jesus knowing about you? Would you like him to forgive you like he forgave St Paul?

9. Mother of Mercy

a.

Do you recognise the lady and the child in this picture? Who are they?

b.

Where is the child Jesus?

c.

What is Mary doing with her hands? With one hand she is carrying Jesus. What is she
doing with her other hand?

d.

Are their hands joined close to Mary’s heart? Do you think that they love each other?

e.

When you love someone dearly, do you like to look into the eyes of this person?

f.

Jesus and Mary are not looking at each other. Who are they looking at?

g.

Where are Jesus and Mary standing? Are they in front of a door?

h.

When you see someone who loves you at a door, do you feel welcomed?
Would you like to go through this door with Jesus and Mary?

i.

Who can forgive your silly things, your sins, and help you to forgive people who have
hurt you?

j.

Does love help you to forgive?

k.

What kind of love? Do you think the love of Jesus and Mary would help?

10. Go and Be Mercy

a.

Can you read the words of this last station of the Way of Mercy?

b.

Who do you think said this?

c.

Do you think that when you are forgiven by Jesus, when he gives you God’s total 		
mercy and forgets completely the bad things you have done, that this makes you more
happy? Do you feel his love?

d.

If God the Father has forgiven you through his son Jesus, do you think you can be 		
merciful like Jesus?

e.

Is it easy to be merciful to other people, your friends at school or in your family?

f.

Who do you think will help you when you find it very difficult?

g.

If you are merciful with people in the same way that God is merciful with you, do you
think that they will be more happy? Do you think they will feel loved?

h.

Can you colour in the words so that they are as beautiful as possible?

Salve Regina: Hail Holy Queen

a.

This prayer is called the Salve Regina in Latin which means ‘Hail Holy Queen’.
Who is the prayer addressed to?

b.

The prayer calls Mary “Mother of Mercy”. How do you think she knows God’s Mercy?
Could it be because she is the mother of Jesus?

c.

When you are sad or in difficulty do you ask your mother to help you?

d.

Would you like Mary to be your mother too? Do you think she wants to help you
when you are sad or things are difficult?

e.

Would you like Mary to help you to know God’s mercy?

f.

Pope Francis has asked us to pray this prayer during the Jubilee Year of Mercy.
Do you think this prayer could help you to ask Mary to be with you everyday?

g.

Can you colour in the words so that they are as beautiful as possible?

